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“So Christ himself gave the 

apostles, the prophets, the evange-

lists, the pastors and teachers, to 

equip his people for works of ser-

vice, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up…” Ephesians 4:11-12 

Once more, in a long succes-

sion of blessings that our church 

family has seen over its storied 

history, we are on the verge of wel-

coming a new pastor and his family 

to lead God’s church in Rochester. 

Not only have we been blessed 

with capable, humble, and wise 

leadership in our search for this 

man, I believe we will also be 

blessed by the humility, grace, and 

compassion with which we band 

together, as His congregation, to 

ensure that our new pastor and his 

family feel that they have found 

their true home with us. 

In order to be the congregation 

that God wants us to be, it’s likely 

that we’ll have to work just as hard 

as our new pastor will. In avoiding 

the mistakes and missteps of our 

past, it will be important for us to 

be humble, self-critical, and com-

mitted. Expectations play a large 

part in how we relate to each other, 

and I thought that this - perhaps 

one of the last times that I’ll en-

deavor to fill this space with writ-

ing before our new pastor takes 

over - would be a good time to 

consider some of the unreasonable 

and lofty expectations that congre-

gations sometimes have of their 

pastors.  

We like to think of our church 

as a happy place, and it should be. 

The reality that God’s love fills our 

sanctuary and classrooms should 

be visible to everyone, but that 

doesn’t mean that everyone will 

always be happy with everything. I 

think we sometimes feel that if 

we’re unhappy, then the pastor just 

isn’t doing his job, but that’s an 

unreasonable burden to place on 

him. Galatians 1:10 says, “Am I 

now trying to win the approval of 

human beings, or of God? Or am I 

trying to please people? If I were 

still trying to please people, I 

would not be a servant of Christ.”  

Let us be careful and thought-

ful about assigning our unhappi-

ness with this or that to our pastor. 

It is important to remember that in 

the process of working together to 

build up the body of Christ right 

here in Rochester, we will not all 

be thrilled with every single thing, 

time after time. In those moments, 

it will be our obligation to quiet 

ourselves, think selflessly about 

our church, and consider the ways 

in which our involvement and par-

ticipation might help our progress.  

It is also unreasonable and 

unfair to expect our new pastor to 

“save our church,” or “return our 

church to the exciting place that it 

used to be.” The work of causing 

God’s church to grow, to mature 

spiritually, and to become more 

than it has been in the past, is the 

responsibility of all of us. To ex-

pect that we can attend only on 

Sundays and be content with simp-

ly receiving God’s blessings isn’t 

“Lofty Expectations” by Steve Johnson 

Find the Lamplighter! Somewhere hidden 
on the pages of this edition of The Lamplighter is a 
small silhouette of a lamplighter like the one 
pictured here. The first three people to find 
the lamplighter and inform the church secre-
tary where he can be found will each win a 
cool prize!  
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Kim Bindas: Kim is a social worker who lives in Rochester. She enjoys nature, gardening, 
and being outside in general. She is especially fond of watching her 9-year-old son play 
soccer, basketball, and baseball. 
 
Kim Barter: A turkey and beef farm manager who lives in East Wareham, Kim loves cows 
and her beagle “Ollie.” She also loves to sing, hike, and read, and she loves her daughter, 
Emily. Kim loves life!  

Welcome          

New Members! 

Sunday, February 2 
 

after the service 
in the Fellowship Hall 

LAMPLIGHTER INFO  
 

Distribution 

The Lamplighter is printed every other month 
and is distributed in PDF form via email. 
Hard copies are available in the Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall or will be mailed to you 
upon request by contacting the church office 
at rochestercongregational@comcast.net or    
508-763-4314.  
 

Birthdays 

If you wish to have your birthday printed on 
The Lamplighter calendar, please provide 
your information to the church office.  

Valentine's Day  
Childcare  

  

Friday, February 14 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

 

Leave your children with our CORI'd 
adults and youth and we will entertain 
them with dinner, games, crafts, and 
maybe a movie while you enjoy some 

much deserved quality time!  
 

Register your children at  
vbspro.events/p/moment2020 
(Volunteers can register here, too!)  

 The Quest: 
An Excursion Toward Intimacy  

With God 
 

In this six-session study by Beth Moore, “we will delve into Scripture to explore how God created 
us to seek after Him—a God who desires to be found and known. In this lifelong quest of faith, 
learn to develop your intimacy with Him and embrace the adventure that comes with living a life 
for God.” ● Learn to pray to promote intimacy with God ● Explore questions and responses from 
the Bible ● Track your quest by journaling along the way ● Learn to read and respond to Scripture 
Maximum of 10 people; there will be a $15 fee for the study journal that will be yours to keep! 

LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

WHEN: Wednesdays @ 10:00 am (Starting February 5) 
WHERE: Location TBA 
ORGANIZER: Beth Inglis, 860-916-6029  

FREE! 

FREE! 



 

 

exactly what we are called to do. Acts 2:42 says that 

the church “...devoted themselves to the apostle’s 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer.” That word devoted, I think, is the key. 

Always sitting down at a table expecting to be served 

is not devotion. Devotion is actively participating in 

the preparation, seeking out ways to serve others at the 

table, and inquiring of our pastor what we can do to 

help.  

Clay Sterrett wrote that “no one is called to be a 

passive Christian, to be courted, waited upon, or 

soothed by the pastor and church. Passive Christianity 

is a contradiction in terms.” He goes on to say that 

“The church is Christ’s army. Its purpose is not to pro-

vide breakfast in bed for all members, and a social lift 

for the unsocial, but a faith for life, preparation for 

battle against the powers of darkness, and a strategy of 

life for victory. The ineffectiveness of the modern 

church is partially due to its passivity.” So let us not 

place heavy expectations on our new pastor that he will 

single-handedly lift our church’s spirituality, magnify 

its coffers, and exponentially increase its membership. 

These things happen when our members, led by our 

pastor, rolls up their sleeves with an eagerness to hum-

bly participate in God’s work. 

 Finally, it is obviously unreasonable to expect any 

pastor to be perfect. Often, a pastor is suffering more 

than the congregation he serves, and yet we can be 

unreserved in our criticism of him, of his sermons, of 

his failings, and of his mistakes. Lofty expectations of 

perfection in a pastor can lead to many things, includ-

ing personal disappointment, gossip, anger, and frustra-

tion.  

I love what John Angell James says about our im-

perfections: “If you had the picture of a valued friend, 

would you withdraw from it your affection, and throw 

it away, because there was a spot upon the canvass, 

which in some degree disfigured the painting? No, you 

would say, it is a likeness of my friend still, and I love 

it, notwithstanding its imperfection. The believer is a 

picture of your best Friend - and will you discard him, 

neglect him, because there is a speck upon the paint-

ing?”  

The realities, even at the dawn of this exciting new 

day for God’s church, are these: Our new pastor is nev-

er going to make everyone happy at once. God’s cho-

sen leader for our church is not going to single-

handedly lift us to new heights, and he will most cer-

tainly not be perfect. Doing the work of the Lord’s 

church in Rochester, Massachusetts is the privilege of 

us all, and God would have us work diligently along-

side our pastor, showing him and his family the same 

grace and love that we would expect to be granted our-

selves.  

What would our church look like if the expecta-

tions we placed on ourselves were higher and more 

challenging than the expectations we placed on others? 

I suggest that this is what true, godly service looks like. 

Jeremiah 3:15 says, “Then I will give you shepherds 

after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge 

and understanding.” Let us have faith that this man is 

indeed our shepherd, and that it is God’s calling for 

him to lead us in the Lord’s work.  

 May God continue to bless each and every one of 

us, may He continue to keep His hand on our church, 

and may we each be convicted to deepen our individual 

commitments to each other and to our church family.   

 

“Lofty Expectations” by Steve Johnson (continued) 

Below is a testimony from Pastor Don and those who accompanied him on the Haiti mission trip. The money 

FCCR raised for Haiti was used to purchase tarps that provide shade during worship and keep the rain out of 

the church sanctuary and materials to build pews.  

 

Haiti Mission Trip 
  

 We went and made disciples of Haitians, baptized them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, taught them to observe all things that Jesus commanded us; and lo, Jesus was with us always 

throughout the trip. Blessings abound when you act quite literally on the Great Commission of Jesus found in 

Matthew's Gospel. 

 Friends told us not to go. Pastors told us not to go. Haitians told us it was too dangerous. The U.S. State 

Department issued a Level 3 travel advisory: "Reconsider travel to Haiti due to crime, civil unrest, and kid-

napping. Protests, tire burning, and road blockages are frequent and unpredictable. Violent crime, such as 

armed robbery, is common, and incidents of kidnapping have occurred. Local police may lack the resources 

to respond effectively to serious criminal incidents, and emergency response, including ambulance service, is 

limited or non-existent. Travelers are sometimes targeted, followed, and violently attacked and robbed short-

ly after leaving the Port-au-Prince international airport." 

 Paul wrote to Timothy, "Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound 

mind." [1 Timothy 1:7] It was with sound mind and a firm faith that we proceeded on our mission. There was 

much laying on of hands to be done. There were children and adults who need to know now, more than ever, 

that God has come to their rescue and has not abandoned them. We continue to promote the Kingdom of God 

and the salvation of the resurrected Jesus to those who have been slain in voodoo for centuries.  

 The Holy Spirit guided us safely to and from Bonbon for this purpose: two couples were united in the 

first Christian covenants in the history of the village; two voodoo worshipers surrendered their lives to Christ 

following the sermon on Sunday; two babies were dedicated during worship, and two other new disciples 

were baptized in the ocean surf following the service; the church was outfitted with a new shade covering, 

pews, a pulpit and communion table; bells and a new keyboard were given to enhance the worship; food was 

provided for those who hunger; we traveled even further into the interior to pray with, and bring hope to a 

tiny church in Abricot.  

 We were blessed by God the whole way. Because we were acting at His command, the Scripture was 

made manifest that "no weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you 

in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is 

from Me." [Isaiah 54:17] There is so much more to say about what we saw and what we did while in Haiti, 

but this part of the story bears telling as a witness to the power of Christ, and the importance of obedience to 

the Scriptures. As Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, "Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned 

in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and 

in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me." [Philippians 4:11-13]. 

Haiti Mission Trip 

By Pastor Don Bliss 
East Freetown Congregational Church 

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) Meetings 
When: Every Thursday 

Time: 6:00 pm 
Where: FCCR Fellowship Hall 

Come as you are, but don’t expect to stay that way! 
 

For more information, contact Luis Rivera at 774-634-6374 or rivera6374@gmail.com 



 

 

     Have you ever spent time with a control-
ling person—perhaps a neighbor kid or class-
mate who insisted on his way? It probably 
wasn’t very fun having your freedom to make 
decisions or express your thoughts taken 
away. 
 God isn’t like that. He doesn’t want to 
control a bunch of robots, so He gave us free 
will. This freedom is a gift, allowing us to give 
and receive love and kindness. But that 
same freedom allows us to do things that are 
not very loving. 
 You’ve witnessed times when people 
have chosen to treat others poorly. Read any 
news report, and you’ll see evidence of peo-
ple using their freedom to hurt others. When 
you hear these terrible reports, you might 

wonder, If God is really in control, why can’t 
He stop the evil? 
 But think for a moment: What would that 
look like? God could force all people to do 
only good. But if He did, we would be less 
like humans and more like robots. 
 God is not interested in building robots 
who are forced to love and respect each oth-
er and Him. God created humans to freely 
choose. But having a choice means we can 
also choose to do evil, which is why life is 
sometimes unfair. 
 

Bible Verse: John 10:10 

 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and 

destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich 
and satisfying life. 

Equipping kids with a ready defense for questions that 
challenge their faith. Published by Focus on the Family® 

 

 

Get into the Word! ATOMIC isn’t just a time to fellowship … 
there are also weekly lessons. Come each Monday prepared to   
discuss what you have read and learned. As a reminder, we are 
now meeting upstairs in the vestry!  
 

Welcome to The Grind.  It’s your everyday slog of school, work, 
expectations, and hustles — you know it well. ATOMIC will head to 
Monadnock’s Encounter Winter Camp on January 24-26, 
2020 to learn that God is in The Grind with you, and He uses it to   
refine you and craft you into a brilliant work.  Please note the 
change in dates. 
 

Parents Night Out will be held on February 14 from 5:00 - 8:00 
pm. This is a wonderful opportunity to get credit for community 
service while giving parents some valuable “alone” time. 

Youth Ministry 

UPDATE 

Step 3 on How to Revitalize your Sunday School and Keep Your Church Growing. 

 
STEP 3: The Great Commission  
 The growing church must agree on its corporate goal which is found in the Great Commission.    

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 

and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19-20, KJV, italics added). 

 Notice the three emphasized words which are key to the strategy of the Great Commission, a      

strategy which results in numerical church growth. The first word, teach, is translated from the 

Greek word matheteuo which literally means “make disciples.” Disciple-making is more than evan-

gelism at  the county fair, which means to get people to make a decision for Christ. We must get 

people to make decisions to become disciples of Jesus Christ, but we must do more than involve 

them in a decision.  A disciple is a follower: the new convert follows Christ in confession, baptism, 

godliness, tithing, and service. The lost person must make a decision to follow Christ, then follow 

Christ to the church for public confession in baptism, follow Christ in service, and follow Christ in 

holiness. 

 The second key strategy word is baptizing. The old word for baptizing was "churching." A   

convert should be committed to Christ and His church. Bonding is a key thought in church growth. 

Bonding has the result of "super glue" as opposed to the frailty of paste or mucilage. We need to 

bond new believers to our churches so that those we reach with the Gospel become assimilated 

into a growing church. 

 The third word in our strategy is also translated teaching, but is a different Greek word than 

the  previous one for teaching. The verb here is didaskontes , meaning teaching in the sense of giv-

ing instruction. Those who become disciples of Christ must become a part of His church and be 

taught His commands if they are to grow spiritually and become a part of a growing church. And 

teaching is where Sunday School becomes an indispensable foundation of church growth. 

 
STEP 4: Coming soon! 
Adapted from Towns, Elmer L., "154 Steps to Revitalize your Sunday School and Keep your Church         
Growing" (1988). Books. Paper 7. http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/towns_books/7 

Revitalizing 



 

 

    Everybody knows what January and 

February are like. Cold and snow that 

suck up the heat and give us old folks 

very cold feet. But that is all right, 

we’ll take what comes our way and 

then ask the Lord for a much warmer 

day. 

 We who are left when the snow 

birds have gone prefer the four sea-

sons right here in New England while 

taking the bitter with the sweet. The 

sweet is looking out the window at 

snow-covered trees and sipping hot 

chocolate out of the freeze. Of course, 

the bitter is having to shovel the snow 

or pay someone to do it for us. 

 Some may say a very cold winter 

is here because of so many acorns and 

pine cones that have dropped to the 

ground. Almost every day in Novem-

ber I had to evict those little critters 

and call stink bugs from inside my 

house. I hope it wasn’t the same one 

each time because naturally they all 

look the same. Did the Lord remind 

them of a brutal winter and to get 

where it is warm? 

 People who do outside work for a 

living know what it is like to be cold. 

There is work to be done no matter 

what the weather may be. Consider 

the lineman who is trying to restore 

our power. He is probably thinking of 

the hot shower that will warm up his 

bones. 

 When a person receives Jesus as 

Lord of his life, there is a similar feel-

ing that goes on inside. It is like com-

ing out of the coldness of this world’s 

ways and into the warmth of God’s 

love. He bestows on us His Holy Spir-

it to show us what is good and hold, 

and He showers us with the warm 

comfort of knowing we are now His 

children — joint heirs with Jesus 

(Romans 8:17). 

 This is the faith that saves because 

it comes from the heart, but intellectu-

al faith will never get anyone into 

A View From the Pew 

 

Come In From the Cold  
by George Smith 

heaven because the commitment is 

not real and is shallow. God looks 

into each person’s heart (1 Chroni-

cles 28:9). They may even have a 

form of godliness but lack its power 

(2 Timothy 3:5). 

 No one enjoys the chills from the 

cold, but nothing is worse than a cold 

heart that won’t bring Jesus the glory 

that is due Him. Every passing day 

brings us closer to His return and 

these are the last days that began 

with Him He spoke these words in 

Matthew 24:12-13, “Because of the 

increase of wickedness, the love of 

most will grow cold, but he who 

stands firm to the end will be saved.” 

 It doesn’t take a rocket scientist 

to see the increase of wickedness in 

our world today. Only our Father in 

heaven knows when He will send His 

Son back for those whose hearts are 

warm for Him. No matter what the 

weather — the storms and blizzards 

of life — we can get through them. 

The reason is, “We can do all things 

in him [Christ Jesus], who gives us 

strength (Philippians 4:13). Let us 

never give Jesus the cold shoulder. 



 

 

ATOMIC           
Youth Activities 

MISSION COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you 
did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me’ Matthew 25:40 

 
Seafarer’s Friend Ditty Bags 

 
Starting on Sunday, January 5, the Missions Committee will be collecting items to fill  
ditty bags for Seafarer's Friend. The collection of items will be similar to how we collect 
for Operation Shoebox, with items to be collected identified in the church bulletin each 
week. Please help us provide for those who serve onboard these cargo vessels and 
spend months away from home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing Volunteers 

 

As Tiny Tim would say, "God Bless Everyone" who volunteered to  
be Salvation Army bell ringers! The weather may have been cold   
but the warmth in your hearts shown through. 

 

Sydney Adams Award for Clergy 
 

As part of the program “Unlocking Doors for 80 Years,” Joseph F. 
Dawicki III was honored by the Inter-Church Council (ICC) of Greater 
New Bedford on October 27, 2019 with the Sydney Adams Award for 
Clergy. The award, named for the longest-serving minister of the ICC, 
honors those members of the clergy who have exemplified the willing-
ness and desire to work for the good of the community, in cooperation 
with other faiths and organizations. 
 

Joe has served as a spiritual leader, a deacon in two different Congregational churches, 
a chaplain for the Inter-Church Council, a recovery coach for the addicted, as well as a 
board member for the Inter-Church Council and the Department of Children and Family 
(DCF). He is also active as a Shriner and Mason, supporting the Shriner’s Hospital as 
well as raising funds for several community service programs. 2019  Guild Holiday Fair 

iPhone Moments 

“Colors of Christmas” Tea 

WELCOME!! 
Cassidy Grace  

  

December 18 
 

Proud Parents: 
Jeff & Amanda 

Costa 


